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the assertion seemed to be in the lace of all the
evidence. Lord Hastings, who had in the interval
assumed charge of the government, as soon as he
had examined the voluminous proceedings and
papers, and made himself master of the case,
addressed to the Raja of Nip&l a peremptory
requisition to evacuate the two districts; and he
sent the letter through the Magistrate of Gour\ik~
poor, giving that officer authority to order the
advance of a body of troops to occupy the con-
tested lands, in case the Raja's order for their eva-
cuation should not arrive within twenty-five days
from the date of his forwarding the letter. The
Goorkha government was further informed that the
Magistrate had these orders.

It was the receipt of this letter that had pro-
duced the sensation at Katmandoo, which occa-
sioned the sudden recall of the Commissioners from
Saran, and ended in the resolution to abide the
issue of war* In April 1814, a council was held,
at which the Goorkha Commissioners from the
frontier, and two and twenty others of the prin-
cipal people of the court, were present, and the
question of war or peace was fairly debated, IB a
sitting which lasted from nine o'clock in the irjorn-
ing till eight at night

There were some in the council who had appre-
hensions of the result; but ah overweaning con-
fidence in their own power and resources, and the